
 

The Church Bell  

Chiming in… 
 

THE FAIR IS COMING TO TOWN 

(written in dedication for all those who 

worked so hard on the United Congregational 

Church of Little Compton, Church Fair 2014)    Rev. 

Sue Remick 
 

  The Church fair is coming to town 

As it has for so many years! 

The fair is coming to town 

It’s a buzz in everyone’s ears. 

 

Many who come to the fair do not know 

There is so much to do before they all show. 

That is when most of the true work is done 

To ensure that all those who come will have 

fun. 

 

Church people come to plan and to meet 

In the dead of the winter, before summer 

heat. 

Searching for sponsors, searching for aide 

Discussing and thinking how tents will be 

laid. 

 

There are tickets to make, performers to find 

Details and emails of every kind. 

There are donors to honor and vendors to 

sign  

There are racers applying for their spot on 

the line. 

 

Soon, very soon all the town is aware 

That the day is approaching for the 

wonderful fair. 

Signs are all posted, tickets on sale 

The Common gets filled on a very large 

scale. 

 

With potties, and bodies, all coming and 

going 

With tents being raised and more energy 

showing. 

Workers arriving to fill all the spaces 

With items for selling, and food by the 

cases.  

 

Set-up is done, to a particular dance 

The workers are tired, perhaps in a trance 

But they know that their work is important, 

it has meaning 

Even though on the tent poles they’re 

certainly leaning. 

The weekend arrives, it begins, what a day!  

Every one gathers to run, or to play 

For some, there is still some more working to do 

With safety and wellness, and clean up it’s true 

 

But though there is still the Fair’s work to be done 

Even workers are ready to have some good fun. 

So set up the band, get ready the food 

People are in an “old-fashioned Fair” mood! 

 

There’s a concert to start with folk tapping their feet 

Singing along to the Rock `n Roll beat. 

Before it is done, some get up for a dance 

The next day, a rock wall, and raffling chance. 

 

There’s a race for the adults and one for the kids 

With fans there to cheer and to tip their own lids 

At the hundreds of runners who came out to run 

To start out the day in the heat of the sun. 

 

From jewels, and crafts, and a dog showing bunch 

to great food, and great music, and a great lobster lunch. 

From the bake sale, the knife sale, to the judging of pies 

There was plenty to do; such a feast for the eyes! 

 

In the great big white tent, in each corner or nook 

Were treasures all sorted, and all sorts of books. 

There was ice cream to savor while the band played 

along 

And an auction of incredible things for a song. 

 

For the children, a tent set aside just for fun 

With paint for their faces, and games by the ton. 

A bouncer and prizes and candy there too 

There were crowds all day long with so much you could 

do. 

 

So here is a thanks to those who worked long 

to bring to this town a wonderful song. 

A song of community, a song of real play 

A song of what joy can come in a day. 

 

That is when the church is truly at its best 

When servant work makes us all need a rest. 

So rest well, good and faithful, for soon you will hear 

“It’s time for the fair, once again!” Oh my dear! 
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BOARD AND  

COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

For more information on any of 

the following committees, please 

contact the church office at 

635-8472 or email Dawn at 

dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com 

 

   QUARTERLY 

   MEETING 
 

Shirley Hardison, Clerk, 

 

 

United Congregational Church 

Quarterly Meeting 

Sunday, August 17, 2014 

Following Worship Service 
 

WARRANT 
 

Members of the United 

Congregational Church in Little 

Compton are hereby warned of 

the Quarterly Meeting of said 

church to be held on Sunday, 

August 17, 2014 in the sanctuary 

of the church immediately 

following the service.  The 

purpose of said meeting will be: 

 

�Music Committee Proposal on 

     Piano 

�Search Committee Update 

�Reports from Committee 

Chairs 

�Quarterly Financial Update 

�New Business 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Deborah Kelchner, Chair 
 

We are pleased to be featuring 

two guest preachers this month.  

On August 17th, the Rev. Dr. 

Bruce MacLeod will be preaching 

and on August 24th, Rev. Nancy 

Soukup will be preaching.  Please 

read their bios and come and 

hear about their ministries and 

show your support.  
 

Rev. Dr. Bruce MacLeod 
 

The Rev. Dr. Bruce MacLeod has 

been engaged in ministry 

in United Church of Christ and 

United Methodist Church, 

Evangelical Covenant and 

Presbyterian churches for about 

30 years. He earned two degrees 

from Andover Newton 

Theological School and served as 

interim director of Field 

Education there in 2011 and '12. 

He has also served seven 

churches as interim minster, the 

most recent of which was 

Newman Congregational Church 

in Rumford, RI. 

Rev. Nancy Soukup 
 

The Rev. Nancy Hamlin Soukup is 

the University Multifaith 

Chaplain at Roger Williams 

University, where she has 

overseen the Office of Spiritual 

Life since 2011. Before coming to 

RWU, she was on the staff of the 

Brown University chaplaincy for 

seven years. Ordained in United 

Church of Christ, Rev. Soukup is 

currently completing a D.Min. 

degree at Andover Newton on 

religious and refugee history 

during and just after WWII. She 

received her M.Div. from the 

Episcopal Divinity School and a 

M.A. from Boston College in the 

history of human rights. In her 

spare time, Rev. Soukup loves 

rowing on the Seekonk River 

most mornings and driving each 

summer to New Mexico with her 

spouse. 

 

 

Bells are ringing… 
 

Baptisms 
A warm welcome from our church 

family to: 
 

Mackenzie Lynn Joseph 

Daughter of Lance & Jennifer 

Joseph.  Baptized on  

July 13, 2014. 
 

Grace MaryElizabeth Nocon 

Daughter of Joseph & Stephanie 

Nocon.  Baptized on  

July 13, 2014. 

 

Passings 
Our sympathies to the families of: 
 

Lawrence Holden Humphrey –  

     April 19, 2014 

Atlee Eugene Shidler –  

     July 10, 2014 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ted Merriman, Chair 
 

As mentioned in the last Church 

Bell newsletter, the Trustees are 

looking for volunteers to work on 

ideas and plans for the future of 

the parsonage. The tenants are 

leaving this fall and we need 

some visionary ideas of what to 

do with the building. This is a 

brainstorming phase that will 

hopefully lead to great ideas and 

a wonderful future to the old and 

tired building. Did you know that 

it was once a restaurant? Who 

knows what’s next…. If you are 

interested, please send an e-mail 

to Ted Merriman at 

ted.merriman@cox.com 

 

 

Board of Deacons 

Board of 

Trustees 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Derbyshire, Chair 
 

Don’t forget, if you have a key to 

the church (not the Kingdom), 

would you please help us by 

calling or coming by the office 

(635-8472) or speak to Steve 

Walker. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Hartnett, Chair 
 

Finance continues to be very 

busy and The Rev. Karen 

McArthur will be our next guest 

at the August 19th Finance 

Committee Meeting. She will be 

discussing “Best Practices” of 

Church Finance and Stewardship. 

While not a very exciting subject 

for many, we are fortunate to 

have her come. Her expertise in 

Church Finance should prove to 

be very informative.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Wendy Merriman, Chair 
 

What is for dinner? 

We will have a table set up at 

coffee hour for donations from 

the overflow of your gardens! 

We may have a recipe or two to 

share. 
 

Labyrinth 

There has been some interest in 

creating a labryinth here at 

church...indoor or out. 

What is a labryinth? 

How do we make one? 

Is there any interest? 
 

Learn more in the next 

Newsletter! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Christine Merriman, Chair 
 

Hello Summer Friends!  Hosting a 

coffee hour is a fun way to 

reconnect with the congregation.  

To volunteer, call, text, or email 

Christine Merriman at 

401-489-4991 or  

cfmerriman@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Shirley Hardison & Marsha LaPointe 

Co-Chairs 
 

Bike and Build Group Visits 
Little Compton 

 

On Sunday evening, July 20, 

Peter Fallon, Cam Church, 

Marsha LaPointe and members 

of the Outreach Committee 

joined members of St. Andrew's 

by-the Sea to host thirty-two 

young adults (age 18-25) from 

Bike and Build who are riding 

along the New England coastline 

to raise funds to for a variety of 

affordable housing  

organizations. 
 

 
These young riders will be on the 

road for three weeks. They began 

their 830 mile trip in Maine's 

Acadia National Park and will end 

in New York City. Bike and Build 

is a non-profit organization that 

works with young adults to 

produce cross-country and 

regional fund raising cycling trips. 

The proceeds of these events are 

disbursed to affordable housing 

organizations to underwrite 

projects chiefly planned and 

executed by young adults in this 

age group. 
 

Members of both churches 

provided the group with a dinner 

on Sunday night and organized 

showers for the riders. Half the 

group slept overnight in our 

vestry in their sleeping bags, 

while the other half slept at St. 

Andrews. Both groups were 

given an early morning breakfast 

(5:30 a.m.) of muffins, fresh fruit, 

juice and yogurt before they 

began the 95 mile trip to No. 

Stonington, CT. They carefully 

packed up the leftovers from the 

evening meal to provide two day 

meals along this 95 mile trip. 

Along the way, the group has 

spent several days participating 

in building projects.  
 

 
 

Their last building project will be 

in the New York City area helping 

to rebuild some of the homes 

damaged by Hurricane Sandy. 

We wish this impressive group of 

young adults best wishes for 

smooth riding during the 

remainder of their trip and thank 

them for the work that they are 

doing.  

Buildings & 

Grounds 

Hospitality 

Committee 

Health & 

Wellness 

Ministry 

Finance 

Committee 

Outreach 

Committee  
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Heather Helger 

Director of Children & Youth 
 

RALLY DAY, the 

beginning of the 

Sunday School year, 

will be Sunday, 

September 14th.  

The service will be 

very kid friendly and will 

introduce the theme for Sunday 

School this year “God’s Eternal 

Love” and more specifically our 

first rotation topic of this year, 

The Psalms.  There will be NO 

Circle Time on Rally Day.  Circle 

Time and Workshops will start 

the following Sunday, September 

21st. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you would like to share 

something for the Church Bell 

Newsletter, please submit your 

ideas to the office at 

dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com  The 

office will review and print as 

space allows.  Gratitude stories 

about our church, news from the 

Boards or committees, etc. are 

appreciated. 

 

 
 

Our deadline for the next 

newsletter is 

Tuesday, August 19th 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT:  Please inform the 

church office if you know of 

anyone who may be in the 

hospital or if any member or 

friend has passed away.  Also, 

please let us know if you know of 

any members who are planning 

to relocate. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A big THANK YOU to all 

the people who 

volunteered to make 

the Fair a great success!! 
 

                         Pie Baking 

                        Contest Winners 
Janet Lofsky & Nancy Easman 

Co-Chairs 
 

Here are the results! 
 

1st Place: Dave Jones & his 

daughter ─ Fresh Cherry Pie 
 

2nd Place: Lisa Carter ─ Apple 

Crumb 
 

3rd Place: Virginia Watt ─ Old 

Fashioned Apple Pie 
 

Honorable Mentions: 
 

Kate Schmitt ─ Blueberry Pie 
 

Norm Lofsky ─ Key Lime Whisper 
 

Dougie Whitmarsh ─ Key Lime Pie 
 

Edward & Thomas Horan ─ 

Wookie Pie 
 

An apron with the church and 1st 

Place 2014 Pie Baking Contest 

was given to David Jones along 

with the 1st Place ribbon. All 

others received the appropriate 

ribbons. 

 

 

                  Raffle Winners! 

 

1st Prize – Andrew Moore 

iPad Donated by Waring-

Sullivan Homes of Memorial 

Tribute   

 

2nd Prize – Gabrielle Hall 

$100 Gift Card to The 

Boathouse Restaurant 

 

3rd Prize – Margaret Lee 

$50 Gift Card to Earle’s Gas 

Station 

 

4th Prize – Lora MacFall 

5 gift cards (total value of $25) 

to Ten Cousins Brick Oven 

Pizza 

 

Little Compton Road Race 

2014 Winners! 
Wayne Curtis, Chair 

 

The results of the 34th Annual 

Little Compton Road Race are: 
 

1st Place Male:  Andrew Springer 

from Westerly, RI who set a new 

record by finishing the race in 

22:34.43. 
 

1st Place Female: Erin Murphy 

from North Easton, MA who 

finished in 29:07. 
 

1st Place Master Male:  Brian 

Grant, Jr. from Fall River finished 

in 29:32. 
 

1st Place Master Female:  Lee 

DiPietro from Newport finished 

in 32.28. 
 

1st Place Little Compton Male:  

Alan Nickerson finished in 30:51. 
 

1st Place Little Compton Female: 

Olivia Mussafer 35:09.

Summer Fair 

 

Office News 

 

Sunday School 



 

     

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
         
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

Marjorie Simmons, Church Historian 
 

The Church Building 
~Written by  

Robert L. Eddy, Minister 

in the Year 1959 
 

“The present building is the third 

of the Church, and dates from 

1835.  The first built in 1695, 

stood immediately to the north 

of the present building, and was 

also the Town Hall.  This proved 

too small by 1724, when the 

second meeting house was 

“raised”.  The present building 

originally had no steeple, 

narthex or vestibule, and had no 

vestry.  These were added 

between 1870 and 1879. 
 

The present interior is a 

restoration, the work of recent 

years.  The 1938 hurricane felled 

our steeple, its point piercing the 

roof.  Repairing the resulting 

damage led to our present 

sanctuary with its chaste 

simplicity and uplifting 

brightness.  The spindles in the 

railing on the pulpit are 

fashioned after one in the first 

Town Hall which once came into 

the possession of Jane Austen, 

the English novelist.  While there 

is no large cross clearly evident 

(the first settlers never used 

crosses in their churches) the 

eye finds crosses in the paneling 

behind the pulpit.  The cross is 

also visible on the red Bible 

marker, given by the Rhode 

Island ministers in memory of 

the wife of a former minister, 

Mrs. James D. Dingwell. 

The choir, heard and not seen, as 

in olden times, is aided by a new 

Aeolian-Skinner organ, installed 

in connection with the Church’s 

250th Anniversary in 1954. 
 

Steeple floodlights and a sound 

system which chimes hymns and 

carols from the belfry are also 

permanent installations of the 

Anniversary Year.” 
 

 

 

Thursday Thrift Shop 
Donna Stewart 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: Our Thrift 

Shop, made possible by a selfless 

cadre of volunteers, is a unique 

vehicle for the sponsoring 

Congregational Church to serve 

the needs of Little Compton and 

surrounding areas through 

generous patrons willing to offer 

their surplus usable items to 

benefit those in need of the 

same… 
 

This is made possible by the 68 

volunteers from our church and 

the surrounding churches -

winter and summer residents 

representing several towns, and 

our Managers. Consignors 

donate the clothes: volunteers 

tag them: display them and 

manage the front desk. We 

would not be successful without 

their help. 
 

Articles Accepted:  

Mondays: 1pm - 3pm 

Saturdays 10am – 12pm 
 

We are open: 

Thursdays 10am - 3pm 

Saturdays: 10am – 3pm 

 

                  Did you 

                   know? 
 

Only female mosquitoes bite. 
 

 

America’s top selling ice cream 

flavor is vanilla. 
 

 

August 22, 1902, President 

Theodore Roosevelt became the 

first US chief executive to ride in 

an automobile. 
 

 

The Atlantic Ocean is saltier than 

the Pacific. 
 

 

August is the month of the FULL 

STURGEON MOON. Some Native 

American tribes (Algonquin) 

knew that the sturgeon of the 

Great Lakes and Lake Champlain 

were most readily caught during 

this full moon.  They also called 

this the FULL GREEN CORN 

MOON. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

How many of the following can 

you answer?  (Answers in next 

month’s newsletter). 
 

1.  What controversial 1985 

movie starred actor Richard 

Gere as a king of Israel? 
 

2.  What 1966 epic featured 

director John Huston both as 

Noah and the voice of God? 
 

3.  What 1953 film starred 

Charles Laughton as a 

lecherous Herod and Rita 

Hayworth as the title 

character? 
 

 

 

Bible Trivia 
The Bible on Screen 

A Blast From 

the Past! 



 

 

 

 
 

 

On a church sign:  “Weekly church is God’s gift.  

Assembly required.” 
 

Lisa came home from Sunday School and told her 

mother that she had learned a new song about a 

cross-eyed bear named Gladly.  It took her mother 

awhile before she realized that the hymn was really 

“Gladly the Cross I’d Bear.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

•Committee News 

•More news and fun 

•More Blasts from the Past 

•Children’s Page 
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ANSWER KEY  (NO PEEKING!): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming in Our 

Next Issue… 

 

Church Chuckles 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

RALLY DAY IS SEPTEMBER 14TH! 
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UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

The Commons 

P.O. Box 506 

Little Compton, RI 02837 

 

Return Service Requested 

 
 

   

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Happy Happy Happy SummerSummerSummerSummer!!!!        
 

 

UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH STAFF 
Tele:  401-635-8472          Fax:  401-635-8473 

Website:  www.ucclcri.org 
 

             Interim Senior Minister – Rev. Susan O. Remick revsue@ucc.necoxmail.com 

             Church Secretary – Dawn Ross dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com 

             Church Bookkeeper – Maureen Cook bookkeeper@ucc.necoxmail.com 

             Director of Children & Youth – Heather Helger ssfaithful@ucc.necoxmail.com 

             Music Director – Michael Bahmann 

             Junior Choir Director – Stephanie Derbyshire vtderby1@cox.net 

             Service Coordinators – Janet Lofsky janetlofsky@aol.com 

                                                      Heather Helger ssfaithful@ucc.necoxmail.com 

             Parish Nurses – Wendy Merriman WHMerr@aol.com 

                                          Annie Ellis 508-679-5381 
 

 



 

AUGUST 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
10:00 AM Guest Preacher, Amy Edwards 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry 

28 29 30 
6:00 PM Stewardship 'Thank 
You' Party 

31 1 2 

 
4:00 PM Wedding 
"Marsilio" 

(off-site) 
 

3 

 
BEACH SUNDAY 
10:00 AM Worship Service 

4 5 
No Staff Meeting in August 

6 7 

 
6:00 PM Search 
Committee 
7:00 PM Religious Ed 
Meeting 

8 9 

10 
8:30 AM Health & Wellness Ministry 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry 

11 12 13 14 

 
6:00 PM Deacons 

15 16 

17 

 
QUARTERLY MEETING 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
7:00 PM Guest Preacher, Rev. Dr. Bruce MacLeod 

18 19 

 
No Visiting Committee Meeting inAugust 
6:30 PM Finance Comm. Meeting 

20 21 

 
6:00 PM Search 
Committee Meeting 

22 23 

24 
Guest Preacher, Rev. Nancy Soukup 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry 

25 26 27 
No Trustees Meeting in August 

28 29 30 

 
8:00 AM Men's 
Breakfast Group 

31 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry 

1 2 
11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

3 4 5 6 
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SEPTEMBER 2014 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry 

1 

 

2 

 
11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

3 4 5 6 

7 

 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry 
11:30 AM Mentor Meeting 

8 9 10 11 

 
6:00 PM Deacons 
Meeting 

12 13 

14 

 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 AM Confirmation Class 
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry 

15 16 

 
6:30 PM Finance 
Committee Meeting 

17 18 19 20 

21 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry 
2:00 PM Confirmation & Youth 
Group Event 

22 

 

23 24 

 
6:30 PM Trustees 

25 26 27 

 
8:00 AM Men's Breakfast 
Group - Parish House Kitchen 

28 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry 

29 30 1 2 3 4 

 
 


