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Chiming in… 
 

Not so long ago, Staples Co. began 

an advertising campaign 

suggesting that if you shopped at 

STAPLES, life would be easier. 

They even showed and eventually 

sold an Easy Button. I have one. 

The premise was that no matter 

what you were faced with, if you 

pushed the Easy Button, a quick 

and neat solution would present 

itself, usually involving purchasing 

something to help speed up your 

efficiency  

at Staples. 
 

There have been many times in 

my life when I wished I had an 

Easy Button to push, especially 

when it comes to waiting because 

waiting is hard work. It requires 

patience and perseverance and  

then patience! 
 

When you get into line at a bank 

or grocery store only to find that 

the people who just stepped in 

front of you have a long and 

detailed request of the cashier or 

teller; Lord, grant us patience. 

When you send in your Tax return 

knowing you will receive some 

much needed cash back, only to 

find yourself waiting by the 

mailbox; Lord, grant us patience. 

When you have sent out 20 

resumes with precision and 

diligence and then must wait by 

the phone for a call back, Lord fill 

us with patience. When you must 

wait for a pathology report to 

come back and it seems like the 

hours trickle past, Lord, remind us 

of patience. When you feel as if 

the grieving has taken hold of you 

and will never let you go; Lord, 

hold us in Holy waiting. When the  

 

winter has chilled your very bones 

and you need the warmth of 

spring; Lord, hurry up already! 
 

In today’s age of information and 

technology, when information is a 

speed key away, when food is a 

drive-through from your mouth, 

when there are self-checkout 

services, online banking, instant 

formula and coffee, in-the-blink-

of-an-eye channel surfing, we 

have become accustomed to 

getting things, solving things, 

answering things quickly. 
 

Sadly we have lost our ability to 

wait. We have forgotten how to 

wait for healing, to wait for 

answers, to wait for the dust to 

settle or for spring to arrive. We 

find it difficult to wait for 

anything, even waiting for an 

interim time in a church to run  

its course. 
 

So Lord, teach us patience, gift us 

with patience. If we must wait, 

remind us of your steadfast love. 

Remind us that time can be a gift 

if we use it wisely. Rather than 

grumbling and complaining or 

giving up, perhaps we can learn to 

stand in the holy time of waiting 

with our hearts and eyes open to 

possibilities for wisdom, humor, 

helping another wait, or just in 

trusting as we go about our days. 
 

This interim time will pass. Grief 

will too. Answers will come and 

that teller line will move. Spring 

and summer will come and then 

we will find ourselves waiting for 

the cool of fall!  May God hold you 

as you wait and bring you a smile 

or a deep breath to see it through! 

 

Rev. Sue 

United 

Congregational 

Church 
The Commons 

P.O. Box 506 

Little Compton, RI 02837 

Telephone 401-635-8472 

Fax 401-635-8473 

Office Hours: 

Tues – Fri, 9 AM – 3 PM 

 

Worship Service: 

Sundays at 10 AM 

 

Email: 

dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com 

Web Site: UCCLCRI.org 
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Shirley Hardison, Clerk, 
 

 

United Congregational Church 

Quarterly Meeting 

Sunday, May 4, 2014 

Following Worship Service 

 

WARRANT 

 

Members of the United 

Congregational Church in Little 

Compton are hereby warned of 

the Quarterly Meeting of said 

church to be held on Sunday, 

May 4, 2014 in the sanctuary of 

the church immediately 

following the service.  The 

purpose of said meeting will be: 

�Presentation on behalf of the  

Pastoral Search Committee 

�Fair Update 

�Reports from Committee 

Chairs 

�Quarterly Financial Update 

�New Business 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 
 

Eileen A. Manchester 

Daniel J. Medeiros, Jr. 

Melissa Medeiros 

Edward R. Rosenberg 

Emily J. Rosenberg 

Matthew Vere Nicoll 

Nia Vere Nicoll 

 

COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

For more information on any of 

the following committees, please 

contact the church office at 

635-8472 or email Dawn at 

dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deborah Kelchner, Chair 
 

FORWARD TO THE FUTURE 

Probably the most difficult 

change that we, as a 

congregation, must make as we 

move into a new chapter in our 

Church's life is to understand the 

role of our retired pastor. Why 

doesn't he attend Sunday service 

anymore? This could be a 

question many of us have asked. 

The short answer is his ministry 

has ended. His ministerial 

relationship with the 

congregation is complete. It is 

important that, it be made clear 

that the ministerial relationship 

has also come to an end, he will 

no longer be involved in the 

duties of a settled pastor. This 

does not mean that friendships 

or personal relationships with 

the departing pastor must come 

to an end. Friendships are 

priceless and are to be 

preserved, but there is a special 

responsibility on the part of the 

departing pastor to prevent 

friendships from becoming 

confused with pastoral and 

ministerial relationships. As a 

congregation, we will always 

maintain a respectful and caring 

relationship with our former 

pastors. We will continue to care 

for them, pray for them, and 

wish them every success in their 

future. At the same time, we are 

called to support our new pastor 

by recognizing, accepting, and 

supporting their role and 

authority to serve as pastor in 

every way. 
 

“In the past month, the Deacons 

have been discussing how to  

help the congregation 

understand this and be clear on 

how we are moving forward. The 

deacons, who oversee all 

worship and pastoral care, are 

presenting this information to 

the congregation to clarify and 

allow better understanding of 

 the role of newly “retired” 

pastors in our midst. 
 

Our policy of the United 

Congregational Church in Little 

Compton therefore will be that 

all pastoral services be provided 

by the presiding pastor only, 

whether he or she be the Interim 

or Settled pastor. Former pastors 

are not permitted to perform 

pastoral services of any kind for 

a minimum of one year after the 

arrival of an interim minister 

and/or settled pastor. Pastoral 

services include calling on church 

members and active friends of 

the church in the hospital, 

nursing facility, or at home; 

leading or participating in church 

service; leading or participating 

in church services for members 

or active friends of the church, 

such as graveside, memorial, or 

funeral services; performing 

baptisms or weddings for church 

members or active friends of the 

church in any venue; and 

engaging in conversations with 

church members or active 

friends of the church that may 

Board of 

Deacons 



be construed as unsupportive of 

the current pastor. Former 

pastors are welcome to attend 

any memorial service, funeral, 

and/or baptism of a family 

member and/or close personal 

friend.  It is considered a 

courtesy for the former pastor to 

let the new pastor know of their 

wish to attend. The personal 

relationships established within 

a congregation between 

members and their pastor 

sometimes make it difficult for 

both the pastor and members to 

remember that the role of the 

pastor is a professional one 

governed by a professional code 

of ethics. It is that code of ethics 

that mandates that the 

ministerial and pastoral 

relationship between a pastor 

and the congregation cease at 

the end of the pastor’s term of 

service. 

 

Though saying goodbye is always 

very hard, it is now time to look 

forward to the future, to the 

arrival of a new pastor, and to 

the continuation of the ministry 

of our 310-year-old church.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year our church hosts an 

annual Summer Fair, the largest 

fundraiser for our church’s 

annual budget and a much 

anticipated community wide 

event.  There is a 4.8 mile Road 

Race and a race for the kids as 

well as activities of all types:  

Arts & Crafts Vendors * White 

Elephant * Used Book Sale * 

Food Court featuring Little 

Compton Restaurants and 

Caterers * Bake Sale * Pie 

Baking Contest * Lobster 

Luncheon * Photo Booth * Ice 

Cream Sundaes * Children's 

Game Tent * Rock Climbing Wall 

* Jazz Music * Jewelry * Silent 

Auction * Dog Show * Pony 

Rides.  A Friday night concert is 

being planned. 

 

Fair Committee Chair 

Openings:  We are in 

need of a person or 

two to chair this year’s Raffle.  If 

you are interested, please 

contact Rev. Sue at 

revsue@ucc.necoxmail.com or 

call the church office at 635-

8472. 
 

Summer Fair Silent 

Auction:  It’s never too 

early to think of the 

Fair!  Please consider 

donating generously to the Silent 

Auction.  We are looking for 

items and/or experiences that 

are fabulously unique and 

wonderful.  If you are interested 

in donating something, please  

contact Kathy Wattles at 

dancingoaks@aol.com,  

Kris Donovan at 

krisdonovan@cox.net, or  

Sue Hutson at 

suehutson001@aol.com or call 

the Church Office.  Thank you! 
 

Jewelry Table!  We 

have a wonderful 

used jewelry table at 

the fair.  We 

appreciate donations of any 

jewelry in good condition that 

you no longer wear.  Items can 

be brought into the church office 

during office hours (Tues. – Fri. 

9a.m. – 3p.m.).  We also accept 

buttons! 

 

White Elephant & 

Books:  We will 

begin accepting 

White Elephant 

items and books on Tuesday, 

May 20
th

. 

 

Interested in Sponsoring the 

Fair?  There are many different 

ways that you can financially 

support the fair.  Donations are 

Tax Deductable.  Please contact 

Tony Thompson at 635-8676 if 

you are interested in learning 

more or send checks made 

payable to The United 

Congregational Church. 

 

Questions about the Fair can be 

directed to this year’s team of 

Captains or to a specific 

Committee Chair: 

�Rev. Sue Remick – Minister  

�Russell Bodington – Facilities,  

Set-up/Take Down, Security 

& Race Captain 

�Heather Helger – In-house  

(Church) Committees & 

Lobster Luncheon Captain 

�Sue Hutson – Finance, 

Publicity/Sponsors, Raffle, 

Silent Auction Captain 

�Jane Lorch – Vendor & Friday 

Night Special Event Captain 

Little Compton Road Race 

Wayne Curtis, Chair 

 

Applications are now available 

on our website and in the church 

office for the 34th Annual 

Summer Road Race!  Better start 

training right now!  Cheers! 

 

 

 

Summer Fair 

Sat., July 12
th
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Health and Wellness  

Ministry Team 
Wendy Merriman, Chair 

 

To our Seniors on the 

move…”This is a nice place BUT I 

cannot see my snowdrops come 

up.” 
 

“This is a nice place AND I cannot 

see my snowdrops come up.” 

 

How can we walk with our 

seniors in their life transitions?  

Can we replace all our “BUTS” 

with “ANDS”? 

Health and Wellness met with 

Pastor Sue recently and 

discussed having a series on end 

of life issues.  How empowering 

it can be to make medical 

decisions for oneself and family 

when we are reasonably healthy. 
 

Advance directives:  Living Will, 5 

Wishes, etc.  Visit from funeral 

directors – What are my choices? 

What are the legal issues? 
 

Last Month:  Supporting the 

Wellness Center, Dick Fisher and 

Wendy Merriman attended a 

lecture by pharmacists on the 

use of over the counter drugs.  

Are they safe?  Maybe.  Speak 

with your pharmacist or doctor. 
 

Several of us attended “Smart 

Driver Course” brushing up on 

our driving strategies and get a 

deduction in insurance costs. 
 

Looking Ahead:  Thursday,  

May 8
th from 7-8:30pm – 

Wellness Center “Lyme Disease 

Awareness”. 

Dr. Fredric Silverblatt, Director of 

The Lyme Clinic at South County 

Hospital. 
 

Sunday, May 11
th – Shawl 

Ministry will bless shawls during 

the church service. 
 

Did you know:  Among our 

congregation are Marty and Dr. 

Dick Fisher.  They recently 

returned from five weeks in 

Bhuton, a small country north of 

Africa.  They country’s needs are 

many.  The people loving and 

appreciative. 
 

Dick, an orthopedic surgeon, 

goes to support and guide the 

surgeons.  He works in the clinic, 

advising in surgery and in the 

evenings is developing a 

curriculum to be used in training 

these young doctors. 
 

Marty, proficient in English as a 

second language, supports 

teachers in two elementary 

schools.  They have no textbooks 

in native language, Dzongkha.  

Marty brings or searches out 

textbooks and has the children 

learning English by third grade. 

 

 

 
 

 

Outreach Committee 
Shirley Hardison & Marsha 

LaPointe, Co-Chairs 
 

Recently our congregation 

participated in the One Great 

Hour of Sharing offering. One 

Great Hour of Sharing is a United 

Church of Christ (UCC) special 

mission offering that is shared 

with people in over 138 

countries. The UCC works with 

international partners to provide 

sources of clean water and food, 

education and health care, small 

business micro-credit, 

emergency relief, and advocacy 

and resettlement for refugees 

and displaced persons. One 

Great Hour of sharing also 

supports domestic and 

international ministries for 

disaster preparedness and 

response.  
 

Eight Christian denominations 

participate in the mission and 

together raise about $15 million 

each year.  Almost 60 percent of 

the UCC’s offering support 

international development 

initiatives including support for 

missionaries and U.S. based 

long-term volunteers serving in 

the areas of development, 

disaster, or refugee ministries.  

One Great Hour of Sharing also 

provides seeds for farmers so 

they can expand their gardens 

and feed their families, provide 

food, shelter and relief for 

refugees in South Sudan and 

help children in the Republic of 

Congo by providing teachers, 

classroom space and materials 

so they can attend school. 
 

Our own UCC Rhode Island Haiti 

Task Force applied for and 

received a grant of over $20,000 

to help purchase and install a 

solar hot water system in an 

orphanage in Leogane, Haiti that 

had to be relocated after the 

earthquake in 2010. I’ve visited 

that orphanage and can attest to 

how important that system is for 

the 50 children who live there.  
 

Thank you for your participation 

in this very active mission.  

 

 

 



Search 

Committee 
Hon. Paul Suttell, 

Chair,  

Shirley Hardison, Secretary,  

Cam Church, Chaplin 
 

As part of our work, the Pastoral 

Search Committee will be 

seeking information from the 

congregation to assist in the 

preparation of a Church Profile 

that will be provided to 

candidates in our search for a 

settled pastor.  From time to 

time, we will come to you with 

more questions. 

Some of you received our first 

question in church a few weeks 

ago:  “What Mission project has 

excited you in the past three 

years?  Why?” 

 

If you haven’t given us your 

response yet, please do so as 

soon as possible.  If you are just 

seeing this question for the first 

time, we would welcome your 

thoughts.  You can send your 

comments to Shirley Hardison’s 

 personal email  

sjhardison@yahoo .com or mail 

your response to the church at  

United Congregational Church 

P.O. Box 506 

Little Compton, RI  02837 

Attn:  Shirley Hardison, Clerk 

 

 

Thursday Thrift Shop 
Donna Stewart 

 

The Thursday Thrift Shop will 

open Saturday, May 3, 2014. Our 

goal is to serve the church, the 

community in a giving spirit, and 

extending the field of Christian 

charity in the name of the 

church. We are very grateful for 

the generosity of our many 

workers, consignors and the 

spirit of cooperation. 

 

Articles Accepted:  

Mondays: 1- 3pm and beginning 

May 3rd we accept Mondays 1-3 

and Saturdays 10 - 12.  

 

Store Hours: May 3 - November 

1, 2014, Thursday and Saturday 

10:00 - 3:00 

 

Sunday School 
Heather Helger, 

Director of Children & 

Youth and Lisa Moy, 

RE Committee 

Member 
 

Children’s Sunday, the last day of 

Sunday School of this academic 

year will be held on Sunday, 

May 18th. Children wishing to 

participate should plan to attend 

church on Sunday May 4th to be 

introduced to our story & theme 

and to be assigned a role to 

participate. Practices will be held 

on Mother’s Day, Sunday,  

May 11th during Sunday School 

time, Thursday, May 15th after 

Junior Choir rehearsal from 

4:30pm-5:30pm and also 

possibly Saturday, May 17th  

9-10am if needed as well. Any 

child or youth interested in 

playing music should contact 

Heather. Also needed are 

children wishing to participate in 

a Sacred Movement group who 

will participate as part of this 

special celebration as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Youth Group, 

“Faithful Doves”  

will be 

participating in  

the Aquidneck Island Relay for 

Life on Friday May 16th at the 

Gaudet Middle School in 

Middletown. The Youth Group 

will be working to create a world 

where cancer will no longer 

threaten our loved ones or rob 

anyone of another birthday. If 

you’d like to support the Faithful 

Doves, you can make a donation 

to the American Cancer Society 

and give your donation to 

Heather. The team’s goal is to 

reach $1,000!  So far, the 

Faithful Doves have raised 

$1,065 dollars. With your help, 

we aren’t just fighting one type 

of cancer- we’re fighting for 

every birthday threatened by 

every cancer in every 

community. Thank you for your 

support! 

 

Designer 

Spuds 

The Youth 

Group’s Designer Spuds 

Fundraiser to benefit their 

efforts for the Relay for Life – 

American Cancer Society was a 

resounding success thanks to all 

of you who purchased baked 

potatoes for lunch on April 6th! 

They raised $430! We are very 

grateful for the church’s 

support! 
 

 

IMPORTANT:  Please inform 

the church office if you know 

of anyone who may be in the 

hospital or if any member or 

friend has passed away.  Also, 

please let us know if you know 

of any members who are 

planning to relocate. 



 6

Bells are ringing… 
 

Passings – Members & Friends 
Our sympathies to the families of: 
 

George “Bill” Bullock, Jr. 

April 9, 2014 (M) 
 

 
 

Our deadline for the next 

newsletter is Tuesday, May 20
th

. 
 

 

 

Did you 

know? 
 

 

We have only one Musica Maris 

left this year?  Please join us and 

show your support! 
 

 

That we have 90+ people serving 

on various committees? 
 

 

For the past three months, we’ve 

had a dozen new people check 

out our church?  Did you 

welcome them?  
 

 

That we have approximately 75 

children participating in Sunday 

School? 
 

 

As of May 1st, there are only 73 

days left until Fair Day? 
 

 

The month of May is associated 

with the Lily-of-the-Valley.  This 

flower denotes or symbolizes 

sweetness and humility. 
 

 

A dim or pale moon indicates 

rain; a red moon indicates 

wind. 
 

 

 

The American incarnation of 

Mother’s Day was created by 

Anna Jarvis in 1908 and became 

an official U.S. holiday in 1914.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Marjorie Simmons, Church Historian 
 

Junior/Senior High Fellowship 

1967 
 

Rev. Robert P. Lawrence was the 

advisor for the Junior High.  They 

enjoyed many special trips as 

well raising money for special 

projects such as sending 

packages to a hospital in South 

Vietnam. 

 

Mrs. Harold (Jane) Sherman and 

Mrs. Diane Bodington were the 

advisors for the Senior High 

Fellowship.  Under their 

leadership, this group raised 

money for a scholarship to send 

a child to day camp at Irons 

Homestead. 

 

The Junior High Fellowship 

Officers were:  Anna 

Manchester, President, Kathy 

Gomez, Secretary, Nancy 

Manchester, Refreshment 

Chairman, and Bruce Warren, 

Games Chairman. 

 

The Senior High Fellowship 

Officers (as of June 11th):  Susan 

Wildes, President, Jeff Cobb, Vice 

President, Deborah Bodington, 

Secretary, Nancy Warren, 

Treasurer, Donna Gavin, 

Refreshment Chairman, and 

Malcolm Collins, Job 

Coordinator. 
 

****** 

 

Q:  Last month, we asked you to 

match up the celebrities with the 

dates they were featured at our 

Summer Fair.   Let’s see how 

many you had correct (answers 

below). 
 

A:  Rex Trailer & Pablo  - 1963 

Emmett Kelly, Jr. – 1969 

David Brinkley – 1969 

Col. John H. Glenn, Jr. - 1970  

 

 
 
 

Different Hymns for  

Different Folks 
 

The Dentist’s Hymn: 

 Crown Him With Many Crowns 
 

The Tailor’s Hymn: 

 Holy, Holy, Holy, 
 

The Gossip’s Hymn: 

 Pass It On 
 

The Electrician’s Hymn: 

 Send the Light 
 

The Judge’s Hymn: 

 Almost Persuaded 
 

The Librarian’s Hymn: 

 Whispering Hope 

 

Rev. Sue informs us that you will 

not find these hymns in the 

Pilgrim Hymnal or the New 

Century Hymnal. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

•Committee News 

•Fair News 

•More news and fun 

•More Blasts from the Past 

•Children’s Page 

Coming in Our Next 

Issue… 

Bible Jokes 

A Blast From 

the Past! 
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UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH STAFF 
Tele:  401-635-8472          Fax:  401-635-8473 

Website:  www.ucclcri.org 
 

   Interim Senior Minister – Rev. Susan O. Remick revsue@ucc.necoxmail.com 

   Church Secretary – Dawn Ross dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com 

   Church Bookkeeper – Maureen Cook bookkeeper@ucc.necoxmail.com 

   Director of Children & Youth – Heather Helger ssfaithful@ucc.necoxmail.com 

   Music Director – Michael Bahmann 

   Junior Choir Director – Stephanie Derbyshire vtderby1@cox.net 

   Service Coordinators – Janet Lofsky janetlofsky@aol.com 

                                            Heather Helger ssfaithful@ucc.necoxmail.com 

   Parish Nurses – Wendy Merriman WHMerr@aol.com 

                                Annie Ellis 508-679-5381 
 

 



 

MAY 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

 
3:00 PM Junior Choir  

7:00 PM Religious 

Ed Committee  

2 3 
8:00 AM RIC UCC 

Annual Meeting -

Barrington Cong. 

Church  

4 

 
Communion 

Sunday  

Quarterly Meeting  

10:00 AM Worship 

Service  

5 6 

 
7:00 PM Adult Choir  

7 8 

 
3:00 PM Junior Choir  

6:00 PM Deacons 

Meeting  

9 10 

11 

 
Baptism "Poirier"  

Blessing of the 

Shawls  

10:00 AM Worship 

Service  

11:15 AM Youth 

Group  

12 13 

 
6:30 PM Search 

Committee Meeting  

7:00 PM Adult Choir  

14 15 
3:00 PM Junior Choir  

4:30 PM Children's 

Sunday Rehearsal  

16 17 
9:00 AM Children's 

Sunday Rehearsal  

18 

 
CHILDREN'S 

SUNDAY  

10:00 AM Worship 

Service  

11:15 AM Shawl 

Ministry  

4:00 PM Musica 

Maris  

19 20 

 
10:00 AM Visiting 

Committee  

11:30 AM Staff 

Meeting  

6:30 PM Finance 

Committee  

7:00 PM Adult Choir  

21 22 23 24 

25 

 
8:30 AM Health & 

Wellness Ministry  

10:00 AM Worship 

Service  

11:15 AM Outreach 

Committee  

11:15 AM Shawl 

Ministry  

11:15 AM Women's 

Bible Group  

26 

 

27 
7:00 PM Adult Choir  

28 
6:30 PM Trustees 

Meeting  

29 

 
6:30 PM Search 

Committee Meeting  

30 31 

 
8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast Group - 

Parish House Kitchen 



 10 

JUNE 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

 
Communion Sunday  

10:00 AM Worship 

Service  

11:15 AM Shawl 

Ministry  

2 3 

 
11:30 AM Staff Meeting  

4 5 

 
7:00 PM Religious Ed  

6 
7:00 PM Rehearsal 

"Paasche"  

7 

 
1:00 PM Wedding" 

Paasche"  

8 
10:00 AM Worship 

Service  

11:15 AM Shawl 

Ministry  

9 10 11 12 

 
6:00 PM Deacons 

Meeting  

13 14 

 
2:00 PM Memorial 

Service "Whitin"  

15 

 
10:00 AM Worship 

Service  

11:15 AM Shawl 

Ministry  

16 17 

 
10:00 AM Visiting 

Committee  

6:30 PM Finance 

Committee  

18 19 20 21 

 

22 
10:00 AM Worship 

Service  

11:15 AM Shawl 

Ministry  

23 24 25 

 
6:30 PM Trustees 

Meeting  

26 27 28 

 
8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast Group  

11:00 AM Memorial 

Service "Bullock"  

29 
10:00 AM Worship 

Service  

11:15 AM Shawl 

Ministry  

30 1 
11:30 AM Staff Meeting  

2 3 4 5 

 


