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Chiming in…
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This picture tells it all! I hear people saying “Enough already”, or “When will it ever stop?” Will we ever see the crocus blooming? When we are living through tough times, it can seem as if it just keeps piling on. In life, it can sometimes feel as if it is one sad thing after another and we find ourselves buried under the emotional load. Sometimes that load can be barely tolerable and we end up using the same refrains as those who are bone weary from shoveling or worrying about roofs and leaks. “Enough already!” 

When we are overburdened with the weight of trauma and tragedy, it seems as if the pain will never end. “When will it stop?” Pain, grief, illness, despair, or sadness can last a long time. It can be so much more than just the winter blues. 

It is also true that when we are going through a tough time in our lives and our friends are not (like those who are basking in 70 degrees of sunshine in the south), we can feel alone in our misery. We imagine that no one can truly understand what we are going through, except perhaps those who are in it with us. At least it seems that way. If we gather at Wilbur’s and tell storm stories, where do we gather to tell our lives stories?  Perhaps the church can be that for all of us!

There is news of hope! Even though it seems as if the storms will never end, even though we may walk in the darkness of despair, this I know; it will end. This too will pass. As March 1st, there are only 130 days until the Church Fair!

The church stands strong in the storms. We, as members and friends, can stand strong with our neighbors in both snow storms and life’s storms. 

We as followers are reminded that God will never leave us abandoned. God is with us in the storm and will help us through. Sometimes it is by sending a friend. Sometimes it is with humor. Sometimes a word. Sometimes it is time. Hope is belief in things unseen. We hope and believe that Spring will come, no matter what. Our faith helps us to trust that the when the darkness comes from life’s tragedies, so will the dawn of a new day.  

So let us bear together the storms of life. Let us gather when we can to extend a life-line to one another and tell our stories. Soon enough we will celebrate a new day and celebrate the rising of the SON on Easter morning. Perhaps there will still be snow on the ground but it will be a day to celebrate no matter what. Easter is only 34 days away. Keep an eye out for the crocus blooms!

                                                                                                                     Rev. Sue
~IMPORTANT~
If you have a pastoral emergency, and cannot reach Rev. Sue through the office, you may call her at 781-724-9831, or call Deacon Debbie Kelchner at 401-524-2007.
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WEATHER ALERT! In case of emergency, decisions about holding church services due to bad weather will be made by the pastor or leadership. Check your local radio station Channel 10 or 12 for cancellations. This will be posted no later than Sunday at 8 am. You can also check our website www.ucclcri.org or call the church office and press 6 for messages. If you see on Sunday morning that the weather is bad and church has not been cancelled, please use common sense.  We do not want anyone taking risks to attend church.  If we lose power, we cannot hold church services.

BOARD AND 

COMMITTEE NEWS

For more information on any of the following committees, please contact the church office at

635-8472 or email Dawn at dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com
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When life gets crazy, worry creeps in. But God tells
us exactly what to do — any time and anywhere.

Directions: Circle the word in each group that doesn’t belong. Then write those
words on the numbered lines below.

1 2 3 4 5
apple every purple Paul taste
anxious eagle pink petition touch
artichoke emu prayer Peter thanksgiving
6 7 8 9 10
rest God puddle transcends unusual
requests George peace train unique
relax Greg pond truck understanding
11 12 13 14
guard hearts many Philadelphia
giraffe hold minds Pennsylvania
gorilla held more Philippians
“Do not be about anything, but in
1
situation, by and
2 3
., with ,
4 5
present your to .And
6 7
the of God, which
8 9
all . will
10 11
your and your
12 13
in Christ Jesus.” 4:6-7, NIV
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Lily Derbyshire, Deacon
The Board of Deacons is happy to announce that one of our dedicated members is in the home stretch of becoming a minister. Amy Edwards will be participating in her Ecclesiastical Council on March 8th at 3 pm here in the sanctuary. Amy's been studying at Andover Newton Theological School in Massachusetts for the past two years and will be graduating in May.
The Ecclesiastical Council is an official UCC meeting to determine Amy’s readiness for ordained ministry. It is the last step before she is able to apply for jobs as a UCC minister. Prior to the Ecclesiastical Council, Amy had to meet and be approved by the Committee on Ministry of the RI Conference. During the Ecclesiastical Council, Amy will offer a brief statement about her faith journey and theology and afterwards attendees are able to ask questions relating to her ministry. Ministers and Church delegates will then discuss and vote on whether to approve Amy for ordination. This means that she will be approved for ordination pending a call. Once Amy is approved for ordination, she can begin applying to churches as a full time parish minister. She hopes to stay in New England, but is applying to a variety of places. 

Amy’s journey is a very exciting one and she would love the support from members of the United Congregational Church at her Ecclesiastical Council.
SAVE THE DATES
March 8th – Ecclesiastical Council for Amy Edwards.  Reception to follow.

March 15th – Family Ice Skating at Driscoll Rink, Fall River from 2pm – 4pm
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March 29th – Palm Sunday, 10:00 AM – Distribution of Palms.
April 2nd – Maundy Thursday Service, 7:30 PM

April 3rd – Good Friday.  Confirmation Class (T-LC Group) – Stations of the Cross at Amicable Church, 12:00 PM
April 5th – Easter Sunrise Service at Town Landing, 6:30 AM

April 5th – Easter Service,
10:00 AM
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Peter Derbyshire, Chair
All has been quiet while the snow has been falling. Minor issues with doors blowing open during the blizzard were handled with the help of Carol Beach and Tara Bradley and the Little Compton Police.
A big shout out to Peter Medeiros for keeping us plowed out and shoveling all our walkways. Not an easy feat this winter!
Work is progressing on the second railing for our winding stairs. Should be complete by the time you read this.
The new exterior doors for the north side of the Church are in our possession, painted up and ready for a break in the weather to install.
The storage rooms are a work in progress. We will be installing a wardrobe for the use of the Pastor in the space behind the pulpit.
A washer and dryer (donated to Little Peeps) has been installed in the Parish House basement. The plumbing was installed during the renovation, we just had to install the dryer vent.
Design work continues on the kitchen project. It is looking good. We should be putting the budget together for your approval in the next few weeks.
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Bob Hartnett, Chair
Finance would like to thank everyone who attended the Annual Meeting and voted for the 2015 budget. Hopefully this year will bring the change that everyone has been patiently waiting for and with it renewed enthusiasm. Don’t forget that pledges are welcome year round so if you haven’t yet, we would love to hear from you. 
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Susan Chase
Listening to Wendy Merriman's sermon last month on the day that we honored her for her long and faithful service to our church and community filled my heart with gratitude. Hearing the history of how Parish Nursing and Health and Wellness Ministries came into being for the RIUCC Conference as well as our own church made me realize how fortunate we are to have had Wendy as a forerunner to these important aspects of our congregational life.

Having been a part of the Health and Wellness Ministry since its inception, I sometimes wondered exactly what my purpose as a team member was. Thanks to Wendy's leadership and guidance for so many years, I now know.  She often reminds us of the importance of "Points of Connection:" between each other, our congregation, our community and our world.
As the fairly new Program Director for the Little Compton Wellness Center, I feel fortunate to be a "point of connection" between our church, our neighboring churches and the community as a promoter of health and wellness. Thanks, Wendy, for the excellent training and inspiration. There's lots of work to be done, healthy living to promote and fun to be had.  Let's get to work!

Health & Wellness
Committee Members:
Bereavement - Judith Anderson
Shawl Ministry - Pam Church
Library Cart - Karen Corrigan
Community Outreach - Susan Chase

Nutrition - Ministry
Other Health Concerns - Wendy Merriman
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WORKS BY MIELCZEWSKI, ALBER T, CAPRICORNUS, MERULA

MARGARET ZIEMNICKA ~ BAROQUE VIOLIN
JUDSON GRIFFIN ~ BAROQUE VIOLIN
MARCY BRENNER ~ VIOLA DA GAMBA
MICHAEL BAHMANN ~ HARPSICHORD

SUNDAY, MARCH 29™ 2015 AT 4PM

THE BEST OF THE REST

NO MOZART.THIS TIME

CHAMBER MUSIC BY HUMMEL, PLEYEL, SCHOBERT ET AL.

SARAH DARLING ~ VIOLIN
REINMAR SEIDLER ~ VIOLONCELLO
MICHAEL BAHMANN ~ FORTEPIANO

SUNDAY, APRIL 26™, 2015 AT 4PM

ALL CONCERTS AT THE
UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
LITTLE COMPTON, RI

SUGGESTED DONATION $ 20
FOLLOWED BY RECEPTION




Marty Fisher, Chair
New Member Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, March 29th with a brief gathering after Worship Service on Sunday, March 22nd. If you are interested in joining our church family, please call the church office or speak to Rev. Sue or Marty Fisher.

[image: image42.jpg]



Shirley Hardison & Marsha LaPointe

Co-Chairs
We have exciting news!!!!

OneEgg Haiti, the program that, with your generous support has been feeding over 500 children in 7 child centers throughout Haiti, one egg a day for five or six days a week, has just launched the second phase of the project -- building our first poultry farm so that the project can become self-sustaining. We have just begun the fundraising for this project on Rocket Hub, a popular crowd sourcing site. The farm will allow each local community to create jobs and produce eggs to feed its own children. We are modeling this project after another successful One Egg Project in Rwanda.
Visit our church website or simply google, Rocket Hub One Egg Haiti to see a video about our project and to donate. In addition to funding we are hoping to attract the attention of the A&E TV Network that has a relationship with Rocket Hub. A&E plans to select certain projects from Rocket Hub to feature on their network. We would love to be one of those projects. So please pass this link on to anyone you think would be interested in the project. 

We hope you will find this project worthy of your support.
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P.O.Box 73153
Providence, RI 02907
(401)781-8303




Heather Helger

Director of Children & Youth
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                     S.S. Faithful
                         Very fitting for a 
                         February Sunday 
                         School Rotation topic, the children learned about what Paul wrote in his first letter to the Corinthians about love.  Due to the school vacation week and a snow cancellation, the children only had two weeks to learn the passage, but it really hit home with both the kids and adult volunteers. Workshops included:
ART - Children learned a prayer technique called “Praying in Color” and apply it to the 1st Corinthians 13:4-8 Scripture passage. Their end results were framed to be displayed in their room, as this is certainly a scripture with which to be familiar and perhaps even memorized.
GAMES - Children participated in a “Love Is… Spinner Game” and “The Gift of Love” human board game both of which teach us about putting love into action.
And SCIENCE - Children explored the characteristics of love, as described in I Corinthians 13, with their five senses.
Despite the snow, the RE Committee moved forward with the planned Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Bingo night on February 17th. Families loved getting out of the house to celebrate Mardi Gras style as a kick-off to the Lenten season that began the following day – Ash Wednesday. About 40 people attended.  All funds that were raised from the event, are being put toward sending Emily Goodman, Olivia Kneeland and Sam Ryan to Youth @Synod in Cleveland, OH in June.  As usual, the kids loved the green, purple and gold bead necklaces and bingo, as always, was a big hit. Families were encouraged to take home Lenten resources to more fully participate in this prayerful season in which we try to grow closer to God.  Copies of all resources will remain available on a card table in the vestry for anyone interested; there are materials for all ages.
Youth Group

Again this year, the Youth Group held a Super Bowl Grinder sale to raise funds for the Summer youth trip.  Twenty-two grinders were purchased by the congregation. Thank-you to those of you who supported this effort.
Five participants, two adults (Emily Goodman and Peter Fallon), along with 3 youth (Isabel Medeiros, Madison Moy and Jasper Merriman) slept out in cardboard boxes overnight on Feb. 7th - 8th to raise awareness for the homeless and donations for Crossroads RI.  Other youth and members of the church also contributed donations to this great cause as well. A representative from Crossroads came down that evening to talk to the group about homelessness. With this winter’s very cold temperatures, it was an eye-opener to the plight many homeless experience during this season.
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Confirmation Class
In Confirmation Class this past month, the youth discussed prayer and participated in an interactive “P.A.T.H.” of prayer. They walked from station to station as on a path. The first station was a Praise Wall, where they listed as many adjectives as possible to praise God. The second was a station in which they wrote down on a piece of paper something they were sorry for and then we burned the papers symbolizing God’s forgiveness. The third station was for Thanks. They listed as many thanks as they could think of while dissolving a lifesaver in their mouths. Finally, the kids asked for Help for anyone they could think of, all the while holding an ice cube in their hands trying to melt it; a very cool experience - pun intended.  Really, there was something about having that freezing cold ice in your hand and praying for the needs of others that was very powerful. If this type of prayer experience sounds interesting to you, be sure to plan to attend the Interactive Prayer Experience to be held on Friday, March 20th in the vestry, a great way to experience meaningful prayer during Lent.  It will be open all ages.  
The class including a few parents and mentors attended Temple Shalom, a synagogue in Middletown on Friday, February 27th.  After the service, they had an opportunity to meet with Rabbi Marc S. Jagolinzer for questions and answers regarding their experience.
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Thursday Thrift Shop

Nancy Webb
The Thursday Thrift Shop is preparing for its upcoming year as Little Compton's destination for sunny day bargains and rainy day entertainment. Established in 1969 by ladies of the United Congregational Church and originally open only on Thursdays, Saturday sales have long been a source of weekend fun for summer visitors and locals alike. Volunteers from town churches, as well as from Tiverton and Westport, generously support the thrift shop with their time by handling sales and accepting donations and consignments. 

One of the mainstays of the thrift shop is Virginia (Ginny) Watt. As longtime Chairperson of the organization, Ginny has priced and put on the shelves a multitude of donated treasures. This year Ginny is passing on the leadership of the committee to Dianne Booth, but will continue as Honorary Chairperson and as the principal pricing person on Mondays in the back room of the shop.

Other members of the Thursday Thrift Shop Committee for this year include Kathy Wattles, Helga Faulenbach Nichols, Donna Stewart, Phoebe Cook and Nancy Webb. Anne Tillinghast will continue as manager.

Thursday Thrift Shop hours are Thursday and Saturday, 10am until 3pm.  The schedule for 2015 is:

Open for Donations first Monday in April (April 6th).

Open for sales first Saturday in May (May 2nd).

Closing with bag sale first Saturday in November (Nov 7th).

Donations are accepted on Mondays 1-3:00pm and Saturdays 10-12:00pm.
The Thursday Thrift Shop is sponsored by the United Congregational Church and supported by community volunteers, and serves as a helpful arm of the church and Town of Little Compton. Generous patrons donate their surplus usable items to benefit those in need of such items, as well as to generate good will, friendship and support among neighbors.

[image: image47.jpg]



[image: image54.jpg]Spring begins
Friday, March 20th!




For your convenience, we now have a new feature on our website…ON-LINE GIVING!  If you would like to make a donation on-line, please visit our website at www.ucclcri.org
Please feel free to fill out a yellow KEEP IN TOUCH card (KIT) [which can be found in the pews] if you need to update your information with us and place them in the offertory plate.
If you are having trouble viewing the newsletter on your computer, you can always pick up a copy at church on Sunday or at the church office during office hours, or you can contact Dawn (635-8472) to be added to the mailing list.
IMPORTANT
Please inform the church office if you know of anyone who may be in the hospital or if any member or friend has passed away.  Also, please let us know if you know of any members who are planning to relocate.
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                           DO YOU HAVE
                              A FEW

                       MINUTES FOR

                            PRAYER?

Our next time together will be on SUNDAY, MARCH 8TH in the Parish House Conference Room from 11:30am – 1:00pm on the following dates:

Scheduled Classes

       Sunday, April 19th 

       Sunday, May 17th 
We hope to see you at our next gathering!  All are welcome!
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The new Church Directory will be made available in early March.  We will be printing enough copies for those who requested to be in the directory.
You can pick up your copy of the directory any Sunday after church or through the church office beginning March 15th.  You must sign in when you pick up your copy.  Limit 1 per household.
We will be asking for donations (to help defray the cost) of $10.  We will give you a binder if you need one at no extra cost.
If you see any errors in your name or info, please contact the church office so we can make the corrections.
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Marjorie Simmons, Church Historian
These photos were taken at a UCC ski trip.  Do you recognize these faces?
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[image: image2.png]Use this fun family activity to
remember to pray for other people.

What you need:
e White index cards (at
least six)
 Markers or colored pencils
(red, orange, yellow, green,

blue and brown) @ @

e M&M'’s candies

What you do: @

1.On each card, write a group
of people to pray for (family
members, friends, teachers,
sick people, etc.). Use a
different color of writing
utensil for each card.

2.While sitting at a table,
divide the M&M’s among
family members.

3.Spread out the cards and
explain that each color
represents a group of
people to pray for. Have
each family member choose
one candy and consider
who they’ll pray for.

4.Designate one person to
start praying aloud. Go
around the circle, and have
the last person close.

5.At the end of that round,
eat those M&M’s.

6.Continue until you’ve
prayed for all the cards.
(Make more, if you’d like!)







For each petal on the shamrock

This brings a wish your way –

Good health, good luck, and happiness

For today and every day.

~ Author Unknown



                  Did you know?

The idea of Daylight Saving was first conceived by Benjamin Franklin in 1784.
In the U.S., Hawaii and most of Arizona do not follow Daylight Saving Time.
In Chicago, on St. Patrick’s Day, the rivers are dyed a brilliant shade of emerald green.  Forty pounds of vegetable dye help provide the vibrant hue.
“Erin Go Braugh!” is perhaps the most common Irish term.  It means, “Ireland Forever!”
In March, animals start to wake up from hibernation.
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday.

The ashes you receive on Ash Wednesday are from the prior years palms.


                      McDonald’s
                       Shamrock Shake
                                     (TSR Version by Todd Wilbur, 

                                                   Food.com)
Ingredients:

2 cups vanilla ice cream or 2 cups soy ice cream

1 ¼ cups 2% low-fat milk or 1 ¼ cups soymilk

¼ teaspoon mint extract

8 drops green food coloring
Directions:

   Combine all ingredients in a blender and blend on high speed until smooth.

Stop blender to stir with a spoon if necessary to help blend ice cream.

Pour into 12-ounce cups and serve each with a straw.
PREP TIME: 5 min.

How many of the following did you answer correctly? (Answers in red).
1. What prophet talked about kissing calves?  Hosea (13:2), who was referring to calf as idols.

2. Who met Moses in the wilderness and kissed him?  Jethro, his father-in-law (Exodus 18:5, 7).

3. Who kissed his brothers in a tearful family reunion?  Joseph (Genesis 45:15).

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS ON MARCH 8TH!

DON’T FORGET TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD!!


(Committee News
(More news and fun
(Blasts from the Past

(Children’s Page



EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM

Please complete this form and return it to the church office to order your Easter flowers.

Please fill in the following for the wording in the bulletin (please print):

Given by:________________________________________________________________________________________________
In loving memory of: ______________________________________________________________________________________
In celebration of:_________________________________________________________________________________________
In honor of: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Number of plants __________ @ $10.00 each.   Total _________

Please make check payable to:  United Congregational Church

Indicate below if you will take your plant or leave it for the Visiting Committee to distribute.

IMPORTANT ~~ PLEASE CHECK ONE:

( I will take my plant        ( Please give my plant away

If no boxes are checked, we will assume that you are not taking them.

All plants may be taken after the service you attend.                                DEADLINE:  Orders must be received by March 24TH.
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Daylight Saving Time - Sunday, March 8th
UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH STAFF

Tele:  401-635-8472          Fax:  401-635-8473

Website:  www.ucclcri.org


Interim Senior Minister 
Rev. Susan O. Remick
revsue@ucc.necoxmail.com


Church Secretary
Dawn Ross
dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com

Church Bookkeeper
Maureen Cook
bookkeeper@ucc.necoxmail.com


Director of Children & Youth
Heather Helger
ssfaithful@ucc.necoxmail.com


Music Director
Michael Bahmann


Junior Choir Director
Stephanie Derbyshire
vtderby1@cox.net


Service Coordinators
Janet Lofsky
janetlofsky@aol.com

Karen Carneal
Kcarneal7@cox.net
MARCH 2015

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
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Communion
Road Race Chair Meeting
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry
11:20 AM Confirmation Class Mini-Retreat
	2
	3
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11:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM Adult Choir
	4
	5
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3:00 PM Junior Choir
7:00 PM Religious Ed
	6
	7

	8
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry
11:30 AM "ECP" Prayer Group
3:00 PM Ecclesiastical Council for Amy Edwards / Reception to follow
	9
	10
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6:00 PM Fair Captain's Meeting
7:00 PM Adult Choir
	11
	12
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3:00 PM Junior Choir
6:00 PM Deacons' Meeting
	13
	14

	15
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Baptism "Haverland"
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry
11:20 AM Confirmation Class
2:00 PM Family Ice Skating Event
	16
	17
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10:00 AM Visiting Committee
6:30 PM Finance Committee
7:00 PM Adult Choir
	18
Deadline to submit newsletter articles
	19
3:00 PM Junior Choir
6:30 PM Fair Committee Meeting
	20
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6:00 PM Religious Ed Lent Program / Tactile Prayer Stations
	21

	22
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry
	23
	24
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Deadline to place your Easter Lily orders

7:00 PM Adult Choir
	25
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6:30 PM Trustees' Meeting
	26
3:00 PM Junior Choir
	27
	28
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8:00 AM Men's Breakfast Group

	29
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Designer Spuds!
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry
4:00 PM Musica Maris
	30
	31
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7:00 PM Adult Choir
	1
3:00 PM Junior Choir

7:30 PM Maundy Thursday Service
	2
12:00 PM Confirmation Class - T-LC Stations of the Cross at Holy Trinity
	3
	4


APRIL 2015
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	29
Designer Spuds!

10:00 AM Worship Service

11:15 AM Shawl Ministry

4:00 PM Musica Maris
	30
	31
7:00 PM Adult Choir
	1
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3:00 PM Junior Choir
7:30 PM Maundy Thursday Service
	2
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12:00 PM Confirmation Class - T-LC Stations of the Cross at Holy Trinity
	3
	4

	5
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There is no Sunday School today
6:30 AM Easter Sunrise Service at Town Landing
10:00 AM Easter Worship Service
	6
	7
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7:00 PM Adult Choir
	8
	9
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3:00 PM Junior Choir
6:00 PM Deacons
	10
	11

	12
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Communion Sunday
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry
11:20 AM Confirmation Class
	13
	14
7:00 PM Adult Choir
	15
	16
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3:00 PM Junior Choir
7:00 PM Religious Ed
	17
	18

	19
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Baptism "Appleton"
There is no Sunday School today
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry
11:30 AM "ECP" Prayer Group
	20
	21
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10:00 AM Visiting Committee
6:30 PM Finance Committee
7:00 PM Adult Choir
	22
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6:30 PM Trustees
	23
3:00 PM Junior Choir
	24
	25
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8:00 AM Men's Breakfast Group

	26
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10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Shawl Ministry
4:00 PM Musica Maris
	27
	28
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11:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM Adult Choir
	29
	30
3:00 PM Junior Choir
6:00 PM Confirmation Mentor Dinner
	1
	2
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The Church Bell





United Congregational Church


The Commons


P.O. Box 506


Little Compton, RI 02837


Telephone 401-635-8472


Fax 401-635-8473


Office Hours:


Tues – Fri, 9 AM – 3 PM





Worship Service:


Sundays at 10 AM





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com" �dawn@ucc.necoxmail.com�


Web Site: UCCLCRI.org
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